
 
 

 
New Dentist Committee Report 

 

 
Informational Report 
 
Funding and Communication Efforts 
One of our goals with sponsorship has been to deliver more value to our sponsors. Each tier 
sponsorship package was increased $500 over last year and additional benefits were added to 
each tier level. Some of these benefits, depending on a sponsor’s level include a larger ad and 
supporting article in the digital resource guide, mailing labels from two major events, thank you 
recognition in the CDA Journal, keynote or supporting presentation at one study club and one 
event outside of Denver. The New Dentist Resource Guide was revamped and truly made a 
resource guide that new dentists will find valuable. In an effort to save money and keep 
information in the resource guide current, it was made digitally. $39,100 was raised for NDC 
events, which was $4,650 more than last year. Four sponsors decided not to renew and two 
new sponsors came onboard. 
 
The NDC continues to use Facebook, Instagram, email blasts and occasional phone calls to 
inform members about new dentist activities. Occasionally, videos are used to promote events.  
 
New Dentist Study Club, “Surviving the First Ten Years” 
Live streaming was used for three out of the four study clubs in an effort to reach across the 
state and provide a way for dentists to attend who cannot physically be present for the study 
clubs. This format allows attendees live streaming the program to be engaged by allowing 
them to ask questions or share comments via the online chat function. The live streams are 
kept available for dentists to view/listen to the programs at a later date. A watch party was 
created in Colorado Springs during the same night of the March Study Club for new dentists 
in that area to encourage engagement and live stream the study club over food and drinks. 
Fifteen dentists attended including executive committee members of the Colorado Springs 
Dental Society (CSDS) and Sharyn Markus, Executive Director of CSDS. A variety of 
practice management topics continue to be the focus and attendance is free of charge for 
members. Our last two study clubs were promoted to new dentist committees throughout the 
ADA. We saw ADA members from Nebraska, New Mexico, Arizona, New Jersey and 
Nevada asking for instructions on how to live stream. Our goal is to engage people across 
our state and across the country that may not have similar study clubs to help guide them on 
the many business challenges new dentists face as they enter the workforce and engage in 
practice ownership. The study club committee is looking into podcasting future programs.  
 
The ADA interviewed Dr. Justin Pearson about the NDC study clubs and an article will be 
featured in the May issue of the ADA News – New Dentist News and it will also be featured on 
the ADA’s New Dentist Now blog.  
 
 



 
Student Outreach 
The NDC continues to invite dental students to their activities. Information about the CDA was 
included in ASDA packets to first year dental students. Staff and NDC Chair Dr. Justin Pearson 
attended the fall vendor fair to raise student awareness about the organization. The Students 
Meet the New Dentists event was held for the fifth year in a row. Eleven dentists with different 
backgrounds served as mentors in the roundtable discussions. The roundtable discussions 
focused on associateships, ownership and life/work balance. 
 
Dr. Amisha Singh and Dr. Ian Paisley spoke to fourth year dental students for National Signing 
Day on May 3 at the Mountain West Dental Institute. A total of 71 applications were received. 43 
soon-to-be dentists plan on staying in Colorado to practice dentistry or advance their education 
while the remaining are joining the military, advanced education or practicing dentistry outside of 
the state.  Anyone that did not sign up during National Signing Day will receive an email 
allowing them to fill out an online membership application. CDA and MDDS conducted a social 
media contest to raise awareness about the event. Lunch was provided again this year and 
Starbucks cards were given to those that completed an application.  
 
NDC Activities and Events 

 G.V. Black Great Gatsby Reception was the biggest event of the year with over 200 
people in attendance including sponsors. It was a formal event held at the Curtis Hotel. 
Attendees paid $35 and enjoyed food, drinks, gaming, a live jazz band, DJ and a 
professional photographer. Many students, the CDA and MDDS president’s and several 
members were in attendance. Sponsors were formally recognized and several sponsors 
acted as blackjack dealers.  

 New Dentist After Party was an event held immediately after the ADA’s New Dentist 
Reception at Privé at Dorchester. All new dentists attending the ADA’s Annual Meeting 
were invited to come. Over 500 people were in attendance and MDDS co-marketed the 
event. 

 New Dentist Family Event was held at Water World on July 9.  Admission tickets and 
lunch for families were provided free of charge.  

 Snowshoe Hike was held on March 20 in conjunction with MDDS. Approximately 35 
people attended. Dr. Brett Kessler led the hike starting at Echo Lake. Snacks, beverages 
and lunch were provided.  

 The Annual Social at Annual Session will be Saturday, June 10 at Bol in Vail. 
Attendees will be treated to bowling, drinks and appetizers at this sophisticated bowling 
venue 

 “Speed Dating” Practice Transition event will be held May 13. 31 people are currently 
registered to attend. 

 Weld New Dentist Event was held February 16 in an effort to reach out to more new 
dentists outside the Denver Metro area. New dentists and their families were invited for 
an evening of bowling, laser tag and dinner. Approximately 50 people were in 
attendance. This event was initiated and planned by Dr. Nate Kunzman with nominal 
support from the CDA new dentist committee. Another one is being planned for June.   

 
Additional events are in the works for the remaining part of the year. In an effort to continue 
to engage members outside of the Metro Denver area events will be held in several areas 
outside of Denver.  
 
 



 
Operations Manual 
The NDC is currently working on building an operations manual for running the committee year- 
to-year in an effort to create continuity and to provide an easier transition from the outgoing and 
incoming chairs in the years to come. The manual contains a well-developed organizational tree 
of the committee including several subcommittees which outline their responsibilities and 
supporting members. The manual also includes detailed event templates to help each chair 
prepare and execute the year in conjunction with CDA staff while still allowing for creativity.  
 
Sponsorship 
After engaging in a full revamp of the sponsorship for 2016-2017, we created a platform that 
requires more financial support of each sponsor but is more tailored to each sponsors’ needs. 
These changes are increasing their engagement with our members and are helping them to 
reach their target market more effectively. As we move into 2017-2018, we plan to be even 
more strategic by looking to partner with sponsors that our membership has validated and who 
are truly invested in our platform both around Denver and across the state.  
 
NDC Committee & Committee Meetings 
The NDC has been in transformation the past year, but has had several successful committee 
and subcommittee meetings in the fall of 2016 and the first quarter of 2017. Dr. Justin Pearson 
became the chair for the first time and he will remain as chair for a two-year period. With the 
departure of tenure staff, Director of Membership Jeanne Nicoulin brought Erica Carvin to 
replace her position which also meant a new staff liaison to the committee. While the committee 
lost two strong members because they moved out of state and an additional four members due 
to personal reasons, we gained several this past year. The committee will continue to recruit 
new members with each event and we have invited several young dentists to our planning 
sessions with the high hopes that they will join the committee going forward.  
 
The new generation of dentists is more likely to be engaged for a few years and move on to 
other things as the demands of their careers and family life intensify. The hope is that we can 
show them the value of organized dentistry in many ways including our events. Furthermore, 
our objective is to give new members a chance to join the ranks of leadership and take small 
responsibilities to allow them to get their feet wet but not overwhelm them. Members that have 
shown interest in staying long-term will be asked to take committee and subcommittee positions 
for a few years at a time.   
 
Final Thoughts 
While the NDC has had many successes this year, there are several challenges that still need 
to be addressed to build an even stronger foundation going forward. A major goal is to establish 
a leadership track to ensure the successful transition year-to-year which leads to other 
leadership roles in the CDA. Another major goal is to establish more organization around the 
committee. With competing time and events from other organizations, we will need to get more 
creative on how we generate attention to the events and reach beyond the Metro Denver area. 
As more new dentists decide to join the corporate entities we need to find new ways to engage 
these members. Lastly, retaining our sponsors and partnering with the right sponsors, as well as 
creating tailored sponsorships to help each sponsor reach their target market is pivotal to the 
success of what we do. 
 
 
 
 



Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
New Dentist Committee: 
 
Dr. Justin Pearson, Chair Dr. Patrick Barone 
Dr. Lindsay Compton, Past Chair Dr. Brandt Finney 
Dr. Amisha Singh, Student Liaison Chair 
Dr. Melissa Goodpaster, Social Media Chair 
Dr. Nate Kunzman, Outreach Chair 
Dr. Sheila Soroushian, Outreach Chair 
Dr. Sheena Schoch, Outreach Chair 
Dr. Justin Baltz 
Dr. Joeseph Potter 

Dr. Dawn Wehking 
Dr. Kendra Ousley 
Dr. Amy Rosinsky  
Dr. Lilit Alikhanya  
Kyle Lantz, ASDA 
Becky Bye, ASDA 
Erica Carvin, Director of Membership 

  
 


