State Board of Dental Examiners
Discussion Draft for Proposed Practice Policy 4.0

Appropriate management of persistent orofacial pain is the treating dentist’s responsibility. The
use of opioids for other than legitimate dental purposes poses a threat to the individual and
society. The inappropriate prescribing of opioids may lead to drug diversion and abuse by
individuals who seek them for other than legitimate dental use, often with devastating
consequences.
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medication. Prescribing of opioid pain medication should only be done by the physician
or in consultation with the physician.

» Do not prescribe opioids when non-opioids medication is appropriate for the level of
pain.

» Do not overprescribe opioids. Make sure the dose, quantity, and refills are appropriate to
address acute pain related to dental procedures.

» Communicate to the patient the goals, effects, risks, reasonable expectations, and the
potential for chemical dependency when prescribing opioids.



State Board of Dental Examiners
Discussion Draft for Proposed Rule IX.F

A licensed dentist with a current Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) registration is
required to sign-up for and familiarize himself/herself with Colorado’s Prescription Drug
Monitoring Program (PDMP). That licensed dentist is then required to utilize the PDMP when
concerned about a patient’s risk for controlled substance abuse, including opioids.

N
NS




	Draft Opioid Policy
	Draft Opioid Rule

